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1. What is your business? What has motivated you to start your own business? What made you think of this business idea?
I own Photo booth business; we are available to hire for any event for our customer. My dead end job had motivated me to start my own business, since I was keep getting stressed out at work and needed something to divert my passion and energy. I started this business because it meets my passion of photography, my outgoing nature, and meeting new people (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
2. What was your first business idea and what did you do with it?
My first business idea was to flip houses, buy at cheap foreclosure price then fix them up and re-sell it in market. I did manage to buy two houses and sell them after year later with higher price, but now is not the good time for me to purses, since the housing market is not that great and buying houses holds up too much of investment (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
3. How did you book your first gig?
That’s very interesting, I remember it just as it was yesterday. My first gig was at our local high school for charity event. I and my partner walked into high school and pitched our idea for marketing our new business, and all proceeds we collect will donate to charity behalf of high school (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
4. How did you get credibility quickly?
It was not easy at first, but we managed to get recognized by doing many free events, social media marketing, word of mouth, and by creating our business website (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).

5. What are the unique selling point you offer that other businesses do not have?
The photo booths are now hipped again, so we wanted to do something different that competitors don’t have. We are offering open photo booth with high quality pictures, and creative props. We also offer our customers with unlimited pictures, digital high quality pictures, and scrape book album for memorabilia. The photo booth pictures are little bigger than traditional closed photo booth, and the open photo booth provides more glamour and creativity than traditional closed photo booth (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
6. How did you fund your business in beginning? Have you obtained any funding since?
Starting Photo booth business is not that expensive, but it’s not that cheap either. You will need around $6,000 to $10,000 for all equipment and software’s. I and my partner built the Photo booth equipment ourselves, and only investing money into electronics and software saving ourselves with nearly $6,000 dollars. We pulled money together to start our business, once the business took off, we are utilizing earned money for servicing our business (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
7. What was the biggest mistake for the first year? How did you improve after that mistake?
The mistake we made at first year was not registering our business as legitimate business, also lack of liability insurance caused us few big events at corporate level. We learned from the first mistake, and went ahead registering our name obtaining valid LLC, and liability insurance of 1 million to avoid any future rejection, and we have not faced any since (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
8. Who is your role model? And why?
I do not have any one famous to name as my role model, but my father is my role model. He always tells me to work hard and earn your respect instead of expecting someone to respect you. I been watching him work hard since I was little, He was working two jobs to support his family, and working on side job remodeling houses, plumbing, and putting roofs in weekends (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
9. What advice you have for other who are starting their new business?
I would say to new entrepreneurs, do little research in the business they want to start, stay focused, does not matter how tough the situation gets even in first year or two if there is no hard turn over for the business. Once you get through the hard times the success is usually around the corner. Make every decision in best of your business, and safety of your customers (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
10. If you had to start all over again, what would you do differently?
If I had to start all over again, I would not do anything differently, I am where I am today because of the mistake I made, and the lesson, knowledge I took from the mistakes along the way (H. Patel, personal communication, November 8, 2016).
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